Ataxia telangiectasia: cell signaling, cell death and the cell cycle.
Cloning of the gene responsible for ataxia telangiectasia is a landmark achievement in the study of this devastating disease. The specific properties of the product of the mutation causing ataxia telangiectasia and the clinical features of this disease place this protein at the centre of a cell cycle checkpoint critical for DNA damage and suggest a fundamental mechanistic relationship between cell death and the cell cycle.